
Edinburgh Geological Society – Excursion 2024

Excursion title: Fast Castle and the Borders Coast

Date & start time: Saturday 29 June 2024, 9am Finish time: 4pm

Leader, organisation: Dorrik Stow, Heriot Watt University

Excursion summary: The primary aim is to examine and discuss deepwater depositional systems – Silurian 
turbidites and associated facies – well exposed in the Fast Castle area. Other features of 
interest include glacial features, geological structures and Devonian volcanics and 
sediments in the wider area. 

Meeting point: Fast Castle Car Park, Dowlaw Farm TD14 5TY. Grid reference NT855701.

Transport details: Travel by coach from Waterloo Place, depart 09:00

Extra pick-up points for coach: MILTON ROAD Pick-up point near Portobello High School, north side of Milton Road (A1 
Duddingston Crescent). Bus stop is 70 m west of the school entrance and 170 m east of 
Park Avenue [NT 306 729].

Outline of the excursion route: Edinburgh to Fast Castle return, additional stops near Eyemouth if time allows

Additional Hazards not included in 
the EGS Excursion Handbook:

High steep cliffs in the vicinity of Fast Castle

Control measures required to 
mitigate against any Hazards 
referred to above:

Take extra care and stay away from cliff edge

Hard hats or Hi-viz clothing needed? No

May dogs be brought on the 
excursion?

No

Toilet information: Eyemouth

Geological map sheet: Scotland sheet 34

References: Scottish Borders Geology – an excursion guide 
https://earthwise.bgs.ac.uk/index.php/Scottish_Borders_geology:_an_excursion_guide 
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