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Promoting public interest in geology and 
the advancement of geological knowledge

Join us and 
discover the geology 
around you

Scotland, the home of geology

For its size, Scotland has amazingly diverse 
geology. It has been over three billion years in 
the making and has given us many internationally 
important geological sites, fossils, minerals and 
resources. Scottish geologists have been at the 
forefront of understanding of how the Earth 
works, from the discovery of ‘deep time’ by James 
Hutton to advances in the understanding of 
mountain building, volcanic eruptions and glaciation.

The great city of Edinburgh owes its location to 
volcanic activity 340 million years ago which 
created the tough basalt of Castle Rock, an ideal 
site for fortification. The city has spread out over 
and around its volcanic hills, and used the plentiful 
local sandstone to great effect in its stunning 
architecture. The city has benefited from the 
natural geological wealth of the surrounding area, 
including the oil-shale fields of West Lothian, and 
coal and iron ore from Midlothian. 

The beauty of Scotland’s scenery and the 
importance of our cultural and industrial heritage 
are undisputed; understanding the geology helps 
us appreciate Scotland even more.

Let the Society broaden your horizons!
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How do I join?
 
You can join the Society in one of the 
following categories:

• Ordinary Fellow: £20 per year. 

• Senior Fellow: £10 per year. Aged 60 or 
over. Senior Fellows do not receive the 
Scottish Journal of Geology.  

• Family Fellow: £10 per year. Open to one 
other adult living at the same address as 
an Ordinary Fellow.  

• Junior Associate: £4 per year. Available to 
persons under 23 years of age or in full-
time education.  

• Glasgow Associate: £10 per year. Open 
to ordinary members of the Glasgow 
Geological Society. 

To join the Society, fill in the membership 
form at edinburghgeolsoc.org/membership 
or contact the Membership Secretary, 
membership@edinburghgeolsoc.org.

Please consider using Gift Aid to make your 
subscription worth more to EGS without 
costing you anything extra. Complete a Gift 
Aid declaration with your subscription to add 
25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you subscribe.
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Membership Secretary: Barbara Clarke, Flat 5, 
1 London Street, Edinburgh EH3 6LZ    0131 556 9417

The ‘abyss of time’: Hutton’s Unconformity at Siccar Point, 
Berwickshire coast. © Barbara Clarke
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Yes? Then join the Edinburgh 
Geological Society!
Come and discover the geology that is 
all around you in the company of friendly 
enthusiasts who can explain the origins 
of rocks, minerals and fossils and the part 
they played in the story of the Earth.

The Edinburgh Geological Society is one of 
the UK’s foremost geological societies. 
We organise a full and varied 
programme of excursions and 
lectures that bring together 
everyone from complete 
beginners to professional 
geologists interested in 
exploring the geology of 
Scotland and beyond. 

Public Lectures are held 
on alternate Wednesday 
evenings during the winter. 
These are aimed at anyone 
with an interest in Earth 
science. Afterwards, you can 
enjoy a cup of tea and a chat 
with the speaker and fellow 
members of the Society.

Excursions are run during the summer to significant 
geological sites in Scotland and further afield. Led 
by experts, they provide opportunities to see rocks, 
fossils, minerals and geological 
structures ‘in the field’. 

The Scottish Journal of Geology, 
a professional scientific journal of 
world standing, is published twice 
a year, jointly with the Geological 
Society of Glasgow.  

The Edinburgh Geologist is 
published twice a year by the 
Society, containing articles of 
general interest and book reviews.  

EGS books include a wide range 
of excursion guides introducing 
the geology of different areas of 
Scotland, including the Northwest 
Highlands and the Stirling and 
Perth area.

Local Geoconservation Groups 
are voluntary committees of the Society, who 
work with Local Authorities and other interested 
parties to designate, promote and help to protect 

Local Geodiversity Sites – places of regional 
and local importance for their geology and 

geomorphology. The Society has three 
geoconservation groups in Lothian and 

Borders, Stirling and Clackmannan and 
Tayside. These groups publish leaflets 
on local sites and organise educational 
and conservation activities. They all 
welcome anyone who 
is interested 
in getting 
involved. 

The 

benefits 
of EGS The 

Interested in the Earth 
and its landscapes?

The benefits of EGS membership include: 
• Winter programme of public lectures 
• Summer programme of day, evening and 

longer excursions to areas of geological 
interest 

• Twice-yearly newsletter with programme 
details and other news 

• The Scottish Journal of Geology (Ordinary 
Fellows only) 

• Our members’ magazine The Edinburgh 
Geologist 

• 20% discount on EGS publications 
• Borrowing rights to the University of 

Edinburgh library  
• Supporting young geologists, geoconservation 

and other projects through our grant schemes      
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1  The split rock at Clachtoll, Assynt. © Lorne Gill/SNH  
2  The trilobite Ct. angusta drawn by Euan 

Clarkson. © Euan Clarkson  
3  Members’ excursion to Fingal’s Cave, Staffa.  

© Beverly Bergman  
4  Members admire the view of Rum from 
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