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Age of Scotland’s rocks

QUATERNARY 0 }r/:ll:;)n
Ice Ages 2.6 before
NEOGENE present

PALAEOGENE
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What is the Canongate Wall?

Under the facade of the Canongate building is the
Canongate Wall. During the construction of the
Parliament buildings a blast wall was incorporated
into the design of the new structure.The wall is cast in
concrete, 39 metres in length and 6 metres high at the
highest point.

The concrete structure is embellished by a selection of
Scottish rocks, some of which have Scottish texts carved
onto the face.These texts were selected by a panel

of MSPs together with a literature expert and include
suggestions of suitable material submitted by the
Scottish people. Hundreds of proposals were submitted
and twenty four were chosen for the original design.

In 2010, to mark the tenth anniversary of the Scottish
Parliament in 2009, two more stones were added using
the same selection process as before. In total there are
currently 28 panels of Scottish rocks, two of which have
no inscriptions.

The overall design of the Canongate Wall was by Sora
Smithson and contains a representative range of Scottish
rocks carved by Gillian Forbes and Martin Reilly. Also
incorporated are “Brewery Stones” recovered from

the building demolished to make way for the new
Parliament building. All
the stone inserts are
set in the large pre-cast
concrete panels.

At the eastern end of
the wall is a townscape
based around the
sketch by Enric Miralles
(architect of the Scottish
Parliament Buildings) of
Edinburgh’s Old Town as
viewed from his room

at the Balmoral Hotel

on Princes Street in
Edinburgh.
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How to find the Canongate Wall

How to find the Canongate Wall

The Canongate Wall at the eastern end of the Royal Mile
forms the northern boundary of the Scottish Parliament

buildings.

By Coach: Parking in Regent Road
By Car: Parking in Regent Road and at Our Dynamic Earth.
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Canongate Wall

Art

Science

and Politics
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Easdale Slate -

# Easdale Island, Argyll.
“When we had a
king...” Walter Scott

- Mrs Howden in “Heart
of Midlothian”
Metamorphic

8. Lewisian (banded)
T Gneiss-
T "'—.‘.J Lochinver,
' ~ Sutherland.
~ “But Edinburgh...”
. Hugh MacDiarmid
Metamorphic

15. Caithness
Flagstone
(polished) - Spittal,
Caithness.

“Abair ach...”
Proverb
J.H Sedimentary

22. Easdale Slate -
Easdale Island,
- Argyll.
“What a lovely...”
Alan Jackson
Metamorphic

2. CoveRed
Sandstone — Annan,
Dumfries & Galloway.

“Let the words...”
. Psalm 19:14
Sedimentary

Ledmore Marble

— Ledmore Quarry,

Highlands.
“Ifaman...” Andrew
Fletcher
Metamorphic

. Ledmore Marble
Ledmore Quarry,
Highlands
“Oh, dear me...”
Mary Brooksbank
Metamorphic

23. Glen Tilt Marble -
Blair Atholl,
Perthshire.
“Put all your
eggs...”
Andrew
Carnegie
Metamorphic

3. Ardkinglas Slate -
Cairndow, Argyll.
~ “From the lone
sheiling...” Anon
Metamorphic

10. Corrennie Granite -
Aberdeenshire.
“So,cam’all ye...”
Hamish Henderson
Igneous

17. Ardkinglas Slate
- Cairndow,
‘.1,' Argyll.
“Owad some
~ Pow'...”
~_____ RobertBurns
Metamorphic

24. Grey Granite -

g Dunbeath Beach,

Caithness.
“Scotland small?...
Hugh MacDiarmid
Igneous

”

Key (left)

4. Whinstone

1 (dolerite) -

- Caldercruix, West

~ Lothian.

~ “Thisis my
country...” Sir
Alexander Gray
Igneous

11. Clashach
Sandstone - Elgin,
Morayshire.

“tell us about...”
Edwin Morgan
Sedimentary

18. Pipe Rock -
Ledmore,
~ Highlands.
.' “Is i Alba...” Dedrsa
Mac lain Dedrsa
' Sedimentary

25. Ross of Mull
Granite -
. Fionnphort, Mull,
Argyll.
“The battle...” John
Muir
Igneous

5. Carmyllie

. Sandstone - Angus.

- “What would the

. world be...”Gerard
Manley Hopkins
Sedimentary

12. Bressay Sandstone
| Shetland
“Who possesses this
landscape?...”
Norman MacCaig
Sedimentary

19. Errochty
- Sandstone-
Struan,
~ Perthshire.
N No lettering
Metamorphic

26. Lewisian Gneiss
B Lochinver,
| Sutherland.
~ “Brightis ...”Robert
Louis Stevenson
 Metamorphic

DOLERITE

AN IGNEOUS
ROCK FROM
CALDERCRUIX
THAT COOLED
FROM MOLTEN
MAGMA
AROUND 300
MILLION YEARS
AGO etc.

6. Errochty Sandstone
i - Struan,
- Perthshire.
~ “Thenletus
pray...”
~ Robert Burns
Metamorphic

13. Kemnay Granite -
Aberdeenshire.
“There is hope..."
—  Charles Rennie
~ Mackintosh

! Igneous

20. Cullaloe Sandstone
— Aberdour, Fife.
“Therose...”
Hugh
| MacDiarmid
~ Sedimentary

27. lona Marble -
lona, Argyll.
“Work as if..."
Alasdair Gray
Metamorphic

et

7. Conglomerate -
- Dunbeath Beach,
N A Caithness.
* No lettering
Sedimentary

14. Torridonian
- Sandstone -
~ Ullapool, Highlands.
“Am fhearr as
fhearr..."” Proverb
Sedimentary

#

21. Knowehead
- Sandstone -
Dumfries.
- “Topromise...”
- Proverb
~ Sedimentary

28. Giffnock Sandstone

- Glasgow.
“Sweet
. Ghosts...”
George
MacDonald
Sedimentary



